
Embrace what’s new & exciting at kent state University Libraries

SPRING 2012  |  Inaugural issue

Centennial Celebration
The Chestnut Burr Goes Digital
Black History at Kent State 

Excellence in Action

I N  t h i s  i s s u e :
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embrace vision

kent state university libraries timeline

1913

Welcome
It’s an exciting time to be a part of Kent 
State University Libraries. With a $5 million 
renovation that includes a state-of-the-art 
Math Emporium and high-tech spaces 
for students to study, relax and connect, 
the University Library is no longer a place 
where students come to only check out 
books. It’s a place where students come to 
engage in active learning.

That in mind, we must remember our 
foundation and the grounds upon which 
University Library was originally built. A 
hundred years ago, there were no computers 
or cell phones or online library catalog. 
Students came here to read, research and 
connect with other students. That still rings 
true, but in a different way. Learning is 
evolving, and we’re at the cutting edge of 
the paradigm shift. University Libraries is 
the heart of student learning – and the heart 
of Kent State University.

I hope you enjoy this inaugural issue of the 
University Libraries newsletter and that you, 
too, embrace the new University Library. 
Your support is vital in keeping us strong.

- Jim Bracken, Dean of University Libraries

1920s

1930–1955

1930–1955



centennial kickoff
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University Libraries first opened its doors on May 14, 1913, in Merrill Hall. Join us 
as we begin to celebrate 100 years of collections and service to the people in the Kent community 
and beyond. Opening with just 3,680 volumes, University Libraries has expanded and evolved into 
more than 1.5 million books and 13 locations. Over time, University Libraries has expanded its 
holdings, but its founding goals are as central today as they were in 1913 – making knowledge 
accessible to everyone and making our libraries the intellectual centers of Kent State’s campuses.

University Libraries will kick off our Centennial celebration at Homecoming in the fall of 2012 with 
several events, including participating in the parade and afterwards enjoying lunch at University Library.

October 20, 2012     Homecoming Parade & Lunch
Come walk in the parade and celebrate the University Libraries’ 
Centennial with fellow alumni, Library staff and friends!

EMBRACE 
    celebration

Present

Details to follow.

1970s

1968–1970

1980s

2012



The University’s Past Student-Produced 
Yearbook is Now Available Online!

chestnut burr

SPECIAL collections

featured branch
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performing arts library
With 92,000 Theatrical and Musical Performance Items, Kent State University’s 
Performing Arts Library Proves to be a Hidden Gem

Tucked in the basement of the Music and Speech Center, this library is 
anything but dreary. Collections of scores, books, CDs, DVDs, play scripts, 
journals and reference materials fill the space. Students, faculty and staff of 
the School of Music, the School of Theatre and Dance and the Kent/Blossom 
Music program all frequent the Performing Arts Library, as well as the rest of the 
university and surrounding community.

When John Mack (36-year principal oboist of The Cleveland Orchestra) 
died in 2006, his family donated about 700 pieces of his personal music score 
collection for preservation and safekeeping. The Performing Arts Library houses 
his great collection, along with others, for the Performing Arts Library patrons’ 
use and learning.

CLICK HERE to learn more or HERE to contact Joe Clark, 
Head of the Performing Arts Library.

It’s often said that college years are the best of one’s life. Today’s students aren’t likely to forget their 
Kent State memories. They capture their favorite moments with digital cameras and smartphones, 
instantly uploading them to Facebook and other social media sites. 

But it wasn’t always like that. From 1914 to 1985, Kent State students walked down memory lane 
by flipping through the pages of the Chestnut Burr. The annual publication recapped university 
events, student organizations and traditions. Now, alumni can keep those moments close by 
downloading individual yearbooks online, even on their Kindles!

This mass digitization initiative was made possible through the LYRASIS Library Consortium 
and Special Collections.  

Follow the Performing Arts Library online

www.library.kent.edu/performingarts
mailto:jclark88%40kent.edu?subject=Performing%20Arts%20Library%20Comment%20from%20Newsletter
http://www.library.kent.edu/burr/
http://www.facebook.com/KSUPerfArtsLib
http://twitter.com/#!/ksuperfartslib
http://www.flickr.com/photos/ksulib/sets/72157606507934593/
$$$/Dialog/Behaviors/GoToView/DefaultURL
$$$/Dialog/Behaviors/GoToView/DefaultURL


University Libraries Advisory Council
University Libraries is initiating a new advisory council to encourage 
understanding and appreciation of the work of Kent State University 
Libraries and to publicize its collections, in particular, Special 
Collections and Archives, and services.

The council’s first meeting is March 29, 2012.

CLICK HERE to ask Mary Lovin about involvement 
in the Council or call 330-672-4483.

pageturner news thank you to our recent donors

EMBRACE friends
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Mr. and Mrs. Carlton F. Thornbury

Dr. and Mrs. Paul L. Gaston

Kulas Foundation

Mr. Alexander Thornbury

Mr. and Mrs. Albert I. Borowitz

Martha Holden Jennings Foundation

Akron Community Foundation

Dr. and Mrs. Sanford E. Marovitz

Mr. and Mrs. Dean H. Keller

Dr. Virginia J. Fleming

Mr. Mark Weber and 

     Ms. Felisa Anthony

Mr. Richard L. Corell

FM Global

Mr. Alex Gildzen

Mr. and Mrs. Morgan Taft

Dr. and Mrs. J. William Doane

Ms. Elaine Grudzinski

Dr. Lorie Roth

EBSCO Information Systems

Ms. Linda S. Fifer and 

     Mr. Jimmy L. Burkhard

Mr. and Mrs. John J. Crnkovich

Mrs. Marjorie G. Howard

Mrs. Kay M. Kritzer

Drs. William H. Kenney and 

     Francoise Massardier-Kenney

Mr. and Mrs. Richard D. Worthing

Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd B. Park

Mr. and Ms. John P. Kerstetter

Ms. Virginia Waratinsky

Ms. Janet Hollingsworth

Mr. and Mrs. Paul S. Toth

Dr. and Mrs. Richard A. Little

Ms. Ramona Stamm

Mr. and Mrs. Raymond M. Hosteland

Mr. and Mrs. Elmer C Baird

Ms. Lorraine R. Baumgardner

Dr. and Mrs. John J. Binder

Ms. Susan Mairovits

Ms. Esther Sarah Merves

Mrs. Diane M. Ruppelt

The Pauline Franks Land Trust

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Goulder

Mr. and Mrs. Carl Grispino

Lt. Col. and Mrs. Kent B. McKinnell

Mr. Phillip B. Smith

Mr. and Mrs. Daniel R. Halterman

Drs. Barbara and William Schloman

Mr. and Mrs. Terry L. Dunbar

Come see the amazing changes:
• Second floor state-of-the-art Math Emporium
• �Fourth floor Fab Fourth center for students to relax, 

connect and study
• Writing Commons with assistance available for all students
• ��Student Multimedia Studio with access to the latest 

technology and hands-on assistance

If You Haven’t Seen 
The Library Lately,
You’ve Missed A Lot!

mailto:mlovin%40kent.edu?subject=Advisory%20Council%20Question
mailto:mlovin%40kent.edu?subject=Advisory%20Council%20Question
$$$/Dialog/Behaviors/GoToView/DefaultURL
$$$/Dialog/Behaviors/GoToView/DefaultURL
$$$/Dialog/Behaviors/GoToView/DefaultURL
http://www.flickr.com/photos/ksulib/sets/72157609467085744/
$$$/Dialog/Behaviors/GoToView/DefaultURL


1

1 �Graduating students Lori Boes, Don Lemmons and Bonita 
Pollack, along with Dean Jim Bracken stand with the books 
that have been given bookplates in their honor, forever 
recognizing their work with University Libraries.

2 �Dean Bracken and Bonita Pollack share warm words.

3 �Goodies were enjoyed by all.

4 �The Dean shares his ten pounds of homemade sauerkraut.

EMBRACE gratitude
faces at the library

Donor & Student Recognition Event, December 2011
Students, staff and donors gathered for a celebration to recognize 
and reflect upon a year of achievement.

Save the date 
for the next Donor & Student Recognition Event: 
April 26, 2012  •  12–1:30 p.m.  •   
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The Kent State University Library has truly become a vibrant 

place for learning. By connecting students, faculty and staff to 

accessible and innovative programs and resources, University 

Library is an invaluable asset to the Kent State community.

I absolutely love the Chestnut Burr 
archive. [It] makes researching KSU 
history SO much easier and faster.

“

“ “

“

““

the library has people talking

David Hassler, Director, Wick Poetry Center

Nathan Christofaris, Kent State Student
Jon Ridinger, Kent Patch, Kent State Alum

3

2

4

Everyone that works at University 
Libraries truly cares about helping 
students. They really go the extra mile 
to make sure you get what you need.

mailto:http://www.facebook.com/ksulibraries?subject=
$$$/Dialog/Behaviors/GoToView/DefaultURL


March 29		� Poetry reading with 
Yusef KomunyakaA

April 5	  	 Kent Reads with Jeff Wattles

April 12		�  Business After Hours

April 16–27	� Alumni author Series 

mark your calendar

University Libraries Kicks Off 
Black History Month with a 
Tribute Exhibition and Reception
In honor of Black History Month, University Libraries is 
hosting an exhibition celebrating the past with a stunning 
visual display of authentic images and photographs detailing 
the great African-American icons who visited and performed 
at Kent State throughout history.

Legends such as Herbie Hancock, Bo Diddley, Bill Cosby, 
Earth, Wind and Fire and B.B. King have graced the 
Kent Campus. Come see for yourself on the first floor of 
University Library. For the month of March, this exhibition 
will be in Oscar Ritchie Hall. 
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Current Exhibitions 
Through June:

• Highlights of Civil War Collections 
• Babar the Elephant’s 80th Birthday 
• Lincoln Assassination

Upcoming Exhibitions: 
Spring 2012 (starting April 15): 
True Crime Pulps From the Borowitz 
Collection, 1st floor

Summer 2012: 
Salesman’s Dummies (Canvassing Books), 
1st floor

Fall/Winter 2012: 
Celebrating the Centennial of University 
Libraries, 12th floor and 1st floor 

Fall 2012: 
Borowitz Vitrine Cases Featuring 
“Biblio-Mysteries,” Reading Room, 12th floor

D u k e  E l l i n g t o n

Herbie Hancock

Bo Diddley

E a r t h ,  W i n d  &  F i r e

Ray Charles 
& Louis Armstrong

B.B. KingMuhammad Ali
The Temptations

Stevie  WonderSun 
Ra

Smokey Robinson and The Miracles

Smokey Robinson and 
The Miracles

Jesse Jackson
Rev. Gary Davis bill cosby

Sammy Davis Jr.

Sly and the Family Stone

upcoming exhibitions

mailto:www.library.kent.edu/scevents?subject=
mailto:www.library.kent.edu/ulevents?subject=
$$$/Dialog/Behaviors/GoToView/DefaultURL
$$$/Dialog/Behaviors/GoToView/DefaultURL


from left to right: Jennifer Rice, Anita Martin, Felicia Hazen

University Libraries  
Announces the Promotions 
of Jennifer Rice, Anita Martin 
and Felicia Hazen

see us online!

Jennifer Rice first started with University Libraries 11 years ago as a student worker 
in the Interlibrary Loan Department and began full-time employment in March 2001. 
In November 2011, Rice was promoted to senior library associate, and she says the 
switch from print to electronic resources has been a huge change for her department. 
Rice grew up in Alliance, Ohio, and currently resides in Hartville.

Anita Martin has been with University Libraries for almost 18 years, starting in 
September 1994; she was an undergraduate student assistant in the Processing Unit prior 
to that. Since her promotion to senior library associate in November 2011, she spends the 
majority of her time working on special projects with the print serials collection, including 
a periodical barcoding project that began in 1994 and is now almost complete, and several 
serials weeding projects. Martin grew up in Lisbon, Ohio, and currently resides in Ravenna.

Felicia Hazen has more than 20 years experience with University Libraries and was 
first hired as a library assistant in the Bindery Department. In April 2010, she made the 
leap to the Serials & Electronic Resources Department. After her promotion to senior 
library associate in November 2011, Hazen’s main responsibilities include communicating 
with publishers and vendors regarding product trials, pricing and order requests. Hazen 
was born in Iasi, Romania, and moved to the United States in 1965. She currently resides 
in Cuyahoga Falls.

EMBRACE OUR ENERGY

Staff news

P.O. Box 5190 Kent, OH 44242-0001

100210 
University Libraries

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

October 20, 2012
Homecoming Parade & LunchCome walk in the parade and celebrate University Libraries’ Centennial!

details to follow. 
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