Combining Search Terms with

Boolean Operators

	Operator
	Example search
	The search will find...
	Venn diagram


	AND
	Nutritional assessment AND diet
	items containing "nutritional assessment" and "diet." AND narrows a search, resulting in fewer hits.
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	OR
	Caloric intake OR diet
	items containing either "caloric intake" or "diet" or both. OR broadens a search, resulting in more hits.
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	NOT*
	mexico NOT new mexico
	items containing "Mexico" but not "New Mexico." Caution! It's easy to exclude relevant items.
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Adapted from Duke University Libraries, http://www.lib.duke.edu/libguide/adv_searching.htm
Using AND and OR

Boolean Operators Together
Put OR terms together in parenthesis ( ) Use words with similar meanings or similar terms for the same idea.  List them first so the computer will search those first and then combine with AND terms.
e.g., nutritional assessment AND (caloric intake OR diet)
Using Truncation Symbols
Databases often let you search for plural and other forms of a word by using the root and a special character such as an asterisk * or dollar sign $.

e.g., nutri* retrieves nutrients, nutrition, nutritional
