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       ROTC began nationally in 1862 with the Morrill  Act,  which granted federal lands to states for construction of colleges if mandatory ROTC was required. Citizens were concerned that a large standing army commanded by professional officers would result in the development of an elite corps of professional "power" men, educated in military academics. With civilian schooling, however, the resulting officers would assure that the military represent every facet of American society, from upper class to lower. At Kent, a cadet takes 2 hours of Army ROTC per quarter, combining an academic classroom phase with drill. An oath of office affirms a cadet's commitment unless he resigns from school, where his contract is voided. $85,000 worth of furniture, rifles and professional effects was lost when East Hall burnt last spring. Lost records were replaced but no plan exists for replacement of rifles as it is felt they are not essential to the success of the ROTC program. Army ROTC is now located in Rockwell Library and will not move off campus as they feel they are "simply another campus organization."
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